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Here is a concise but hopefully clear manual of most of the splices needed by the modern
yacht rigger. It is neither meant to be exhaustive nor exclusive—there’s more to ropework
than is here shown, and many different ways to splice rope, but it’s a place to start.

Some of these methods were gleaned from manufacturers’ published instructions, some
from working in various shops, some from books or the internet—bottom line is, every
rigger learns from what they observe. We're all standing on the shoulders of riggers past,
and hopefully giving tomorrow’s riggers a leg up onto our own shoulders. Who knows
where they’ll climb as materials and methods evolve? Let’s help them climb, and regard any
imitation as the best flattery.

The methods shown here are meant to rely on a pretty basic toolkit. The accumulation of
specialty tools will be inevitable as the rigger advances in his craft, and settles into
preferences . Still, the tools required for the splices here will get the handy DIY sailor all
rigged up, and the working rigger well on his way.

Contents

1 Three Strand Eye Splice The oldest and easiest

4 Round Seizing Strongly secure rope together

9 Eight Plait Eye Splice Docklines and anchor warp

13 Rope to Chain Splice Smooth-running gypsy

16 Twelve Plait Eye Splice Docklines and halyards

20 Double Braid Eye Splice Everyday yacht braid

27 Twelve Strand Eye Splice Lockstitch and Whipping
31 Brummel Splice Quick lock for eye splices

33 McDonald Brummel A topological puzzle

36 Simple Loop Easiest loop to make

40 Euler Loop Or Infinity Loop

44 Diamond Knot Soft Shackle See pg 74 for alternative
50 Covered Eye Splice For core-dependent ropes
55 Reeving Eye For the back end of a halyard

59 Cover Strip Reduce weight and bulk

05 Covered Loop Best and strongest fiber loops

13 Eye to Eye Covered Strop Pro level: engage!

83 Furler Line Code 0’s, Screechers, and Gennakers

63 Simple Lashing Everyday usefulness

Text copyright © 2024 by Ben Zartman

Photo copyright © 2024 by Emily Zartman
Illustration copyright © 2024 by Antigone Zartman
Back cover photo copyright © 2024 by Renan Ozturk



